BEVA/RCVS Guidance Notes on the Examination of a Hoeson Behalf of a Prospective Purchaser (amended 201
Supported by the Veterinary Council of Ireland andVeterinary Ireland

This document has been produced jointly by the @ritquine Veterinary Association and the Royal CellefjVeterinary Surgeons. It is
intended to provide general guidance for both ey surgeons and prospective purchasers on whet be expected of pre-purchase
examinations of horses. The term “horse”is meaini¢tude ponies and foals.

The aim of the pre-purchase examination is to cautya thorough clinical examination on behalf gfatential purchaser to identify and
assess factors of a veterinary nature that cowdplgice the horse’s suitability for its intendecd uBach pre-purchase examination is carried
out on behalf of a specific prospective purchaeahat the opinion can be based on that purchaisetigdual needs and intended use of the
horse. Examinations performed on behalf of a sallemot advised except in the case of a few spddaiuction sales.

Before performing a pre-purchase examination therirgtry surgeon should endeavour to ascertain wiselling the horse and the horse’s
identity. If, as a result of such information, theterinary surgeon feels any conflict of inter@gtjch means he/she cannot act wholly in the
interests of the purchaser, the veterinary surgbonld decline to perform the examination. If tie¢evinary surgeon feels able to act without
conflict, the fact that the seller is an existinigmt of the veterinary surgeon’s practice shouddeclared to the purchaser in advance of the
examination. Additionally, if the veterinary surge®r his/her practice, have any prior knowledg¢hef horse from any source, permission
should be obtained from the seller for full disclsto the purchaser of all such information thaghnbe relevant. If this is not possible, for
any reason, the veterinary surgeon should deaipetform the examination.

A standardised clinical examination is performesl findings will be assessed by the veterinary esomg who will form an opinion as to their
significance and any possible adverse implicatfonshe prospective purchaser’s intended use ohtitee. The findings and opinion may be
reported to the purchaser verbally at the timéhefexamination or soon afterwards, as well as beédogmented in a certificate that is issued
to the purchaser. If the purchase does not proaessttificate may not be completed unless the @msmhrequires one. Certificates are not
transferable to another purchaser.

The pre-purchase examination provides an assessfighe horse at the time of examination to helfprim the potential purchaser's
decision whether or not to continue with their fiage. It is not a guarantee of a horse’s suitglidit the intended purpose.

THE EXAMINATION
The standard examination is conducted in five staghough the exact sequence of the examinatanvary. The stages are:

Stage 1: Preliminary examination
This is a thorough external examination of the atiat rest using visual observation, palpation emahipulation to detect
clinically apparent signs of injury, disease or gibgl abnormality. It includes an examination o fhcisor teeth, a thorough
examination of the horse’s eyes in a darkened amdaauscultation of the horse’s heart and lungssit Examination of the eyes
does not include dilating the pupil but should irtt# examination of internal and external structures

The examination does not include examination of ittedde of the prepuce (sheath), a detailed mowtiméation with a
speculum, a height measurement or any examinatioprégnancy.

Stage 2: Walk and trot, in hand
The animal is walked and then trotted in hand tecteabnormalities of gait and action. Ideally tisi€arried out on firm, level
ground.The horse is turned sharply each way abddked for a few paces. Flexion tests of all fambk and trotting in a circle
on a firm surface may be carried out if the exangnieterinary surgeon considers it safe and apatepio do so.

Stage 3: Exercise phase
The horse is usually ridden and given sufficierdgreise to:

1. Allow assessment of the horse when it has an iseckhreathing effort and an increased heart rate.
2. Allow assessment of the horse’s gait at walk, wahter and, if appropriate, gallop.
3. Allow assessment of the horse for the purposeagfestive.

If ridden exercise is not possible for any reasmmtthis stage may be conducted by exercisingahgelon a lunge, but this fact
should be made clear to the purchaser and on thiicate.

Stage 4: Period of rest and re-examination
The horse is allowed to stand quietly for a periddring this time the respiratory and cardiovasceistems may be monitored
as they return to their resting levels.

Stage 5: Second trot up
The animal is trotted in hand again to look for aigns of strains or injuries made evident by tkereise and rest stages.

Flexion tests and trotting in a circle

Flexion tests and trotting in a circle on a firmfaue are not mandatory parts of the standard groeg but they can sometimes provide
useful additional information about a horse. Ther@y be circumstances when the examining veterisargeon concludes that it is
unsafe or inappropriate to perform such tests.

Blood Sample

A blood sample may be taken for storage (usually6fononths) for possible future analysis to degedistances present in the horse’s
system at the time of the examination that mightehmasked any factors affecting the horse’s sditalfor the purchaser’s intended
use. If a blood sample is not taken then the reakonld be noted on the certificate.

Identification of the horse
The horse should be identified by recording theseé@rmarkings in the form of a diagram and writtescription as well as searching for
a microchip and inspecting any available documentakhe diagram may be omitted if the presencermfaochip can be confirmed by
scanner and the diagram of an accompanying passgdches the horse. In this instance, both micppaehd passport numbers should
be recorded on the certificate.
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Variations from the standard examination

Whilst there is a recognised format for the exaridma the examining veterinary surgeon may vamyhere there are good practical or
clinical reasons. In circumstances where it is padsible or appropriate to complete all the stagesyhere the standard five-stage
examination is limited to stages one and two asfyezific request of the purchaser, the variatfoms the standard procedure should be
made clear to the purchaser and on the certifiCiageresults of any additional procedures (e.g.ogmiphy or endoscopy) carried out at
the request of the purchaser should also be reparié recorded on the certificate or in an addentduitn The original records of these

procedures (such as radiographs, ultrasonograpb&mgraphs) should be retained by the examiningriretry surgeon.

THE CERTIFICATE AND OPINION

The certificate should report the findings of tkkamination including all significant signs of diseainjury or physical abnormality. The
certificate should also include the examining vietaty surgeon’s opinion as to whether or not, am lblalance of probabilities; those
findings prejudice the horse’s suitability for phase for its intended use.

This opinion of the examining veterinary surgeogiigen in the following format:

“In my opinion, on the balance of probabilitiesgetibonditions reported abow® / do not prejudice this horse’s suitability for purchase
to be used for ...”

This wording reflects the fact that there may Heeoreasonable interpretations of the findings,itintno way reduces the responsibility
of examining veterinary surgeons to examine anctesthe horse carefully and to apply to the fadit professional knowledge and
experience.

If the examining veterinary surgeon considers thatclinical history represents a greater than mabriak of the horse developing future
problems (i.e. recurrence or delayed consequerfcagoor condition), or that it may do so, thisoshd be indicated on the certificate
along with an explanatory note. Despite such olaEms, the horse may nevertheless be suitablpuimhase based on a risk/benefit
analysis.

LIMITATIONS OF THE EXAMINATION

Incomplete examinations

If any parts of the five stages are omitted for e@gson, the opinion given is based purely uposehmarts of the examination that were
completed. The incomplete examination will not hadentified any clinical signs of disease, injutyabbnormality that could only have
been revealed by a part of the standard procedatevas omitted.

If the purchaser requests a limited (two-stage)rémation, the examination will be limited in itsogge and may not detect important
clinical factors that could otherwise influenceittdecision to purchase the horse.

Previous treatments
The horse may have received previous or concuveetinary treatment unknown to the examining vetey surgeon. This may be so
even where the examining veterinary surgeon is#tler's regular veterinary surgeon and has adoesnical records for the horse.

At the time of the examination the horse may haaenisubject to some previously administered drugexticament having the effect of
masking or concealing some disease, injury or jghysibnormality that might otherwise have beeniddity discoverable. A blood
sample taken at the time of the examination maydeel later to seek to determine this.

Ownership

The certificate serves to identify the horse thaswexamined, but it is not the responsibility of #xamining veterinary surgeon to
ascertain that the declared seller has legal ititlthe horse. It is the responsibility of the puasér to satisfy themselves as to the
ownership of the horse before purchase and toyi# records of any microchip with the relevartaflase.

Age

Without appropriate paper records from foalhodd itot possible to confirm the age of a horse waitburacy. Estimates of age based on
a dental examination are imprecise and unreliableé exact ageing using dentition alone should beidadb In the absence of
documentary evidence, the term ‘aged’ may be useefér to a horse considered after examinatidsetover 15 years of age.

Vices

Vices are objectionable habits, but are not necdssietectable during the examination. Howevelryides, or evidence of vices, are
observed during the examination they should bertegao the purchaser, recorded on the certificang, taken into account in the
concluding opinion.

Seller's warranty

The opinion provides no assurances in respect ttersathat can only be established by a sellepsesentations to the purchaser. A
seller's warranty is a matter between the seller the purchaser and is not the responsibility efékamining veterinary surgeon. The
purchaser should consider obtaining a written wayrérom the seller covering, for example, mat®ush as medical or surgical history,
height, freedom from vices, temperament, non-adgstiation of drugs prior to the examination andhbese’s previous or existing uses
and performance levels.

Height
For the purposes of this examination, the heigla lbbrse or pony is not the concern of the examgiméterinary surgeon.

Insurance
Where possible and if required, the prospectiveclpaser is advised to confirm that they are ablebmin suitable insurance cover
before purchasing the horse.

NB. Pre-purchase examination certificates are sigitfaln submission to insurance companies with g@sal for insurance of the horse.
Insurance examinations carried out for an existmgner of a horse may follow the same format as fihe-stage pre-purchase
examination, but they will not include an opiniomdashould not be interpreted as a pre-purchaseiration. Insurance examinations
should be recorded using the“Certificate of Exaniimabf a Horse for Insurance Purposes”.



